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Know: 
Vocabulary:  Stewardship; Christian; disciple; sharing; volunteering; art; offertory; 

liturgy; collection; Stewardship renewal;  

Facts:  

1. Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple; Who recognizes and receives 

God’s gifts; And shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.  

2. We can’t share what we are unable to recognize as a gift from God;  

Essential Questions 

1. How is our understanding of stewardship as gratitude, recognizing/receiving gifts, and sharing 

different than just volunteering or money? 

2. How is understanding “You can’t share what you don’t receive” important? 

Understand 
Statements 

1. The student will understand the definition of stewardship as being more 

than volunteering or money.  

2. The student will connect the newly renovated artwork at the Cathedral, the offertory 

procession at Mass, with stewardship. 

3. The student will understand sharing is important, but until we recognize and receive God’s 

gifts, we cannot share them. 

4.  The student will see that saints and church leaders also are stewards. 

5. The student will understand sometimes it is not “what” you share, but “how” you share. 

6. The student will recognize and receive a personal gift from God, and find a concrete manner 

of sharing it.  
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Activities 

 

 

 

Activity 1: Artwork teaches about God. 

Quote: ȰArtistic talent is a gift from God and whoever discovers it in 

himself has a certain obligation: to know that he cannot waste this 

ÔÁÌÅÎÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÉÔȢȱ Ʉ John Paul II 
 

The focus of this lesson is to demonstrate how art teaches, especially art found in 

the church.  The pupils will connect the artwork of the poster to the Cathedral of 

the Immaculate Conception, but will also allow opportunity to see how art work 

in their home parish church also teaches. 

Questions and activities: 

 Where is the 2013 Stewardship poster artwork taken?   

 Go to http://wichitacathedral.com/home/cathedral-church-

tour/devotional-area and read about the artwork.   

 Take a tour of your parish church and examine the artwork.  What 

does it represent?  Why do you think it chosen?   

 Resources of Teachers in further understanding of art in the Catholic 

Church:  
o http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05248a.htm 

o https://sites.google.com/a/stpaulcatholic.net/parish/parish/building-

project/why-do-we-have-artwork-in-the-church 

o http://ncronline.org/news/spirituality/art-history-integral-catholic-education 

o http://www.awakentoprayer.org/Art_in_Meditation.html 

 

 Take a virtual tour through the Sistine Chapel at 

http://www.vatican.va/various/cappelle/sistina_vr/ 

http://wichitacathedral.com/home/cathedral-church-tour/devotional-area
http://wichitacathedral.com/home/cathedral-church-tour/devotional-area
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05248a.htm
https://sites.google.com/a/stpaulcatholic.net/parish/parish/building-project/why-do-we-have-artwork-in-the-church
https://sites.google.com/a/stpaulcatholic.net/parish/parish/building-project/why-do-we-have-artwork-in-the-church
http://ncronline.org/news/spirituality/art-history-integral-catholic-education
http://www.awakentoprayer.org/Art_in_Meditation.html
http://www.vatican.va/various/cappelle/sistina_vr/
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Activity 2: Offertory Processions 

Quote:  ȰYour solemn processions are seen, O God, the processions of my 

God, my King, into the sanctuaryɂ the singers in front, the musicians last, 

ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅÍ ÇÉÒÌÓ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÁÍÂÏÕÒÉÎÅÓȡ Ȭ"ÌÅÓÓ 'ÏÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ 

congregation, the LORDȟ / ÙÏÕ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÏÆ )ÓÒÁÅÌȭÓ ÆÏÕÎÔÁÉÎȦȭȱ (Psalm 68: 

24-26)  
 

The focus of this lesson is to demonstrate the connection between three 

things: (1)The 2013 poster’s art work; (2) the offertory at Mass; (3) the Acts of 

Stewardship  

 Go to 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13emJNB07x4&feature=player_embed

ded.  How does Bishop Jackel’s reflection on the Holy Exchange at offertory 

tell the story of stewardship?   

 How can you participate more fully in the Mass by offering something at 

the Offertory of the Mass?   

o Discuss how the pupil can “offer” something such as a corporal or 

spiritual work of mercy, a petition, or a thanksgiving. 

 At every Mass the priest “offers” the Mass for someone in particular.  How 

do you find out who the Mass is being offered for?  

o Generally posted in the bulletin 

 How can you remember to “offer” your Mass when you attend for 

someone? 

o Perhaps a prayer journal, or a prayer box in the classroom 

 Money is placed in the offertory baskets.  How does money represent 

stewardship?   

o Discuss how a person is generally paid according to their Time and 

Talent.  Also discuss how our income creates security in our minds 

and how God desires us to depend upon Him, rather than our bank 

account.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13emJNB07x4&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13emJNB07x4&feature=player_embedded
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Activity 3: TƘŜ άwŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ DŀƳŜέ Purpose is to use the definition of 

stewardship in a tangible manner.  Stewardship is the grateful response of a 

Christian disciple who recognizes and receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in 

love of God and neighbor.  

 Pick out one person in the room that you know, perhaps to the right or left.   

 Write down three attributes you RECOGNIZE in that person.  (list below are suggestion, 
but best if they formulate their own descriptions) 

 Give the person your sheet.  (the person is then RECEIVING) Allow time for giggles and 
discussion 

 Discuss the importance and value of RECOGNIZING other’s gifts and how to best 
RECEIVE those gifts;   

 Discuss how difficult it is sometimes to RECEIVE the thoughts/compliments of what 
someone  else sees in you, thus allowing you to then RECOGNIZE and RECEIVE gifts you 
might not have seen in yourself.   

 
achiever educated involved risk-taker 

adventurous energetic Joyful seeks improvement 

alert enterprising Kind sees the whole picture 

Ambitious enthusiastic leads others self-confident 

aspiring entrepreneurial Loyal self-giving 

athletic faith in life, in others mature selfless 

aware of opportunities flexible modest self-reliant 

Calm focused Motivated Sense of Humor 

Candid forgiving objective Sensitive 

Caring friendly observant serious 

Charitable generous open-minded sincere 

Cheerful Gentle Optimistic Spiritual 

completes Goodness organized stamina 

Considerate graceful Patient strength, strong 

constructive Gracious Peaceful stress-free, relaxed 

cooperative grateful perseveres sympathetic 

courageous hard-working Persistent systematic 

Courteous Helpful personable takes others point of view 

Creative high goals polite, mannered Tenacious 

decisive honest practical Thoughtful 

deliberative Hopeful punctual tolerant 

Delightful humble realistic tough 

Determined Humility regular trusting 

Devoted imaginative other(s) positive trustworthy 

Diligent initiates (has initiative) reliable unpretentious 

disciplined innovative resourceful unselfish 

does what is necessary, 

right Insightful respectful well-behaved 

dynamic Intelligent responsible Wise 

interested Wonderment 
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Activity 4:  What do the gifts represent?   

Quote:  Ȱ) ÁÍ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȦȱ  John 8:12)  
 

From the artwork of the poster.  What could the following represent?   

o Little girl with a candle 

o Little boy with incense 

o Man with book and quill pen 

o Man with model of the church  

o Man with open hand 

o Woman with rosary 

o Man with hour glass 

Make a drawing or collage of your gifts.  What symbols would you use?  Cut out a 

picture or draw a picture of your gift and place it on the poster.   

Possible representations:  

o Little girl with a candle:  Jesus=the Light of the World; or Baptismal 

Candle; or Easter Candle; (John 8:12)  

o Little boy with incense:  Prayers (Psalm 141:2);  

o Man with book and quill pen: Talent (Writing) (Mt. 25: 14-30) 

o Man with model of the church: The Body of Christ-the People of God; 

(1 Co. 12)  

o Man with open hand: Openness to the Will of the Lord (Take, Lord 

receive-Suscipe Prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola); (Luke 23:46)  

o Woman with rosary: Prayer-intercessory prayer; (1 Tim 2:1)  

o Man with hour glass: Time-a gift every human being has, no matter 

who; (Eph. 1:10)  
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Activity 5:  Recognizing our giftedness. 

Quote: ȰSo God created man in his [own] image, in the 

image of God created he him; male and female created he 

ÔÈÅÍȢȱ (Gen. 1:27)  
 

 Create a bulletin board displaying the different gifts 

each pupil has.  Could be from the “Recognize and 

Receive” game;  

 Create trading cards with a pupils picture on the front and a description of 

their gift on the back;  
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Activity 6: The lives of the Saints 

Quote: Ȱ9ÏÕ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÈÁÌÆ Á ÓÁÉÎÔȣÙÏÕ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ Á ×ÈÏÌÅ ÓÁÉÎÔ ÏÒ ÎÏ ÓÁÉÎÔ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȦȱ  

St. Therese of Lisieux  

 

Read a story of a saint and discuss what gifts the saint “recognized and received” 

and how did the saint “share” that gift.   

For instance:  

 Saint Matthew = accounting 

 Saint Francis = compassion 

 Saint Justin = intelligent  

 Saint Catherine of Bologna = artist 

 Saint Sebastian = sports 

 Saint Lawrence = funny 

 Saint Isidore of Seville = good with 

computers 

 Saint Roch = lover of dogs 

 Saint Kateri Tekawitha = honesty  

 Saint Katherine Drexel = hope 

 Saint Rose of Duchesne = prayer 

Match up each gift you see in the poster with a saint or angel.  Suggestions:   

o Little girl with a candle:  Saint Lucy (Lucy's Latin name Lucia shares a 

root (luc-) with the Latin word for light, lux) 

o Little boy with incense:  Angels (Revelation 5:8)   

o Man with book and quill pen: St. Francis de Sales, patron of writers 

o Man with model of the church: St. Thomas, patron of architects  

o Man with open hand: St. Ignatius of Loyola, “take Lord, receive…” 

o Woman with rosary: Blessed Virgin Mary  

o Man with hour glass: Saint Eligius and Peter, patron saints of clock 

makers. 
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Activity 7:  !ǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎΦ 

Quote: ȰThe blessing of the Lord makes rich, ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÁÄÄÓ ÎÏ ÓÏÒÒÏ× ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔȢȱ 

(Proverbs 10:22)  

 

Watch “Attitude in sharing gifts” at 

http://catholicdioceseofwichita.org/stewardship-resources/videos .   

Reflection Questions and activities: 

 Why is the manner in which a gift is given more important than the gift 

itself?   

 Create your own skit or comic strip about a gift given poorly.   

 Watch the video a second time.  This time, think of God as being the young 

wife in the video.  Do we sometimes act like the young man in giving our 

gifts to God?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://catholicdioceseofwichita.org/stewardship-resources/videos
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Activity 8: Sharing of gifts is sometimes intangible 

gifts.  

 

 

Quote: ȰDo not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 

sacrifices are pleasing to God.ȱ (Hebrews 13:16)  
 

 

Watch “2013 Stewardship Theme Announcement” at 

http://catholicdioceseofwichita.org/stewardship-resources/videos .   

 

Discuss how the gifts shared were not what you might have expected: patience, 

gratitude, and persistence.   

 

 What gifts do you have?  How can you share them? 

 

 

 

 

 

http://catholicdioceseofwichita.org/stewardship-resources/videos
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Activity 9:  Pope Francis  

Quote: ȰJesus teaches us another way: Go out. Go out and share your testimony, 

go out and interact with your brothers, go out and share, go out and ask. 

Become the Word in body as well as spirit.ȱ  Pope Francis  
 

 

Read the biography of the Holy Father, Pope Francis at 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/biography/documents/papa-

francesco-biografia-bergoglio_en.html.  

Discuss or write what gifts did he “recognize and receive” and how is he sharing 

them in love of God and neighbor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/biography/documents/papa-francesco-biografia-bergoglio_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/biography/documents/papa-francesco-biografia-bergoglio_en.html


2013 Stewardship Renewal Poster Lesson Plans: What Gifts do I share? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 10:  Greeting Gift Cards 

Quote: Ȱ0ÁÕÌȟ ÁÎ ÁÐÏÓÔÌÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȟ according to the 

promise of life which is in Christ Jesus, to Timothy, a beloved son: grace, mercy, 

ÁÎÄ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄȢȱ (2 Timothy 1:1-2) 
 

 

 Have the students create a Greeting Card to be given 

to another student.  In this greeting card, student #1 

will draw a picture or symbol of what gifts they see in 

student #2.   

 

 At the end of the class, Student #1 will give the card 

to Student #2.   

 

 Then Student #2 must come up with a creative way of sharing this gift with 

Student #1.   

An Extended Activity:  Teach and discuss how Saint Paul’s letters were real letters or “greeting 

cards” to instruct and even recognize the good the Lord was doing in their communities and cautions 

of the bad.  St. Paul says: “Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 

mysteries of God” (I Cor.4: 1). 
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Activity 11: Stained Glass Window Collage  

Quote:  Ȱ7hen Jesus reached the spot, he looked up 

and said to him, Ȱ:ÁÃÃÈÁÅÕÓȟ ÃÏÍÅ ÄÏ×Î 

ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙȢ ) ÍÕÓÔ ÓÔÁÙ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÔÏÄÁÙȢȱ So he 

ÃÁÍÅ ÄÏ×Î ÁÔ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÇÌÁÄÌÙȢȱ 

(Luke 19: 5-6) 

 

Have the students create a stained glass window 

collage with all the pictures or symbols of the gifts 

they recognize in themselves or each other.   

Create a second window collage showing how they are sharing these gifts.  
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Activity 12: What gift is in the bag? 

Quote:  Ȱ4ÈÅ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÉÓ ÌÉËÅ treasure hidden in a field, which a man 

found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 

that field. ȱ (Matthew 13:44)  

 

After discussing the importance of recognizing the gifts God has given to either us 

or another, the students will practice recognizing these gifts by their attributes.   

 The students will begin by describing what the gift is (synonyms).   

 Then they will take turns reaching into a bag to touch a hidden object that 

symbolizes the gift from God.   

 After five clues are given, the other students try to guess what is in the bag 

based on the descriptive   

 Then the students discuss how this gift can be shared.    

Example:  The gift of patience.   

 A student will describe the gift as:  endurance, tolerance, persistence, 

fortitude, perseverance, forbearance.  

 In the bag, the symbol could be a rock, or a small figurine of a: donkey 

(Jesus and Mary both rode a donkey), an Ant, Owl. 

 Or instead, use the ASL sign found at 

http://www.signingsavvy.com/sign/PATIENCE/313/1 

 

Last update:  August 6, 2013 

http://www.signingsavvy.com/sign/PATIENCE/313/1

