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Casting into Deeper Waters 

 

“Whoever claims to abide in him ought to live just as he lived.” —1 John. 2:6 
   
WHO DO YOU FOLLOW? 
If the first goal of Catholic Youth Ministry is to “empower young people to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in 
our world today” (from USCC document Renewing the Vision), it begs the question, do they know who Jesus 
is—I mean personally, in their lives? Have our youth been introduced to Jesus in such a way that they would 
even want to learn more about Him and desire to follow Him? This is what evangelization is all about. In youth 
ministry, we are constantly striving to find an experience, a language, an “on-ramp,” if you will, to present the 
Gospel to young people.  
 
KNOWLEDGE VS. DISCIPLESHIP 
I try to imagine being a reporter back in the days when Jesus walked on earth. I would go from village to village 
asking people if they knew who Jesus is, and what they thought of him. I imagine that some people would say, 
“Oh sure, I know him—I went to Hebrew school with him!” Or perhaps, “I know who he is –he seems to stir up 
trouble wherever he goes.” But then there would be those who say, “Yes, I know Jesus, and knowing him has 
transformed my life!” 
 
It is clear to see that knowing Jesus and following him are two different things—but I think in youth ministry we 
might assume that knowledge of Jesus will lead to discipleship. In fact, studies have shown that young Catholics 
report a “disconnect” between knowledge of their faith and the practice of their faith. (See the National Study of 
Youth & Religion for some disturbing examples.) 
 
THE YEAR OF JESUS CHRIST—TEN YEARS LATER 
Back when we were preparing for the Jubilee year, 2000, Pope John Paul II declared certain years for each mem-
ber of the Trinity. The year 1997 was designated for the year of Jesus Christ. But this year, 2007, seems to be the 
year of Jesus, revisited. For example, the theme for Catechetical Sunday this year is “Encountering the Living 
Christ.” The theme for the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) is “Discover Jesus Christ, the Way.” 
And now Pope Benedict XVI has written a book called Jesus of Nazareth. Do you think the Holy Spirit is trying 
to tell us something? 
 
RESOURCES FOR FORMING YOUNG DISCIPLES  
This past spring, every parish received a copy of this year’s national Resource Manual filled with activities and 
programs to assist young people in discovering who Jesus is for them. I encourage you to utilize this resource. In 
addition, a youth ministry track will be offered in conjunction with the Religious Studies Program on “Forming 
Young Disciples.” This class will focus on utilizing the parish as the means for this formation. Working together, 
let us continue to explore ways of introducing the Jesus of our faith to young people as the first step in their disci-
pleship formation. 
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GOING FISHIN’ 
Mark your calendars now for the diocesan and regional rallies to be held this Fall. 
Why attend a rally? It is a great way to invite new young people into your parish 
ministry. They will get to meet members of the diocesan youth board as well as 
young people from their region and the diocese. You will have the opportunity to 
meet with other adults and the diocesan staff and get the latest ministry helps and 
info! Plus, there is   always good food and fun! Here are the dates: 
 

 September 9 - Diocesan Rally 
 September 23  - Region 1 Rally 
 September 30  - Region 2  Rally 
 October 07 - Region 4 Rally 
 October 21 - Region 3 Rally 
 October 28 - Region 5 Rally 

NEW ANGLERS 
Please join us in welcoming three new regional coordinators. Gil Bergkamp and Heidi Becker are the new 
Region 3 coordinators, and Kari Bowman is the new coordinator in Region 2. We are blessed with their   
enthusiasm and fresh ideas! They were among the coordinators who met on June 8-9, 2007, for their second 
annual overnight retreat. In addition to some informative sessions on youth ministry, etc., the coordinators 
plotted out rally and dinner dates for their regions and generally shared ideas. Naturally, there was great 
food, and several rounds of “Catch Phrase.” 

Participants take a break from the Re-
gional Coordinators’ Retreat on June 8-9, 
2007, for a photo. Back row from left to 
right: Gil Bergkamp (Region 3); David 
Walker (Program Coordinator and 
DCYB advisor); Jay Headrick (Region 
4.) Front row: Heidi Becker (Region 3); 
Kari Bowman (Region 2); Chris  
Edmonds (Director); Jennifer McKenna 
(Region 1). Coordinators not pictured 
are: Carol Hollingshead (Region 4); Rick 
& Irene Langerot (Region 5). Monica 
Walker (DCYB advisor) is behind the 
camera! 

ANGEL FISH 
Something to pray about . . . 
“Do nothing at all, unless you begin with prayer.” – St. Ephrem the Syrian 
How does this phrase affect you? Do you think, ‘Well, of course, this goes without saying?’ Or do you think, 
‘Well, I really should pray more in my life?” Or is it a combination of both? This is one of those phrases that 
seem to deepen in meaning each time one reads it. To what extent do I begin all with prayer? 

 
I encourage you to spend some time meditating and reflecting upon this phrase. I can tell you that it has al-
ready begun to transform my own prayer life, ever since I learned it was the theme selected by the DCYB for 
2007-2008. I pray that it will enrich you, and the youth of your parish, throughout this year! 

http://www.cdowk.org/yyam/Regional_Rallies.html
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CAUGHT IN THE NET 
 

He said to them, “Cast your net over the right side of the boat, and you will find something.” 
                   John 21:6 
 
“Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.” some of you may remember when Nat 
King Cole came out with that song in 1963, and a few may remember when it was true.  Ah, 
good ol’ summer time, what happened to you?  These days summer is definitely crazy and 
makes my brain a little hazy, but you can forget about the lazy part.  It seems almost every-
one is going non-stop all summer long with jobs, ball games, swimming lessons, outdoor 
projects and yard work.  

 
At some point during all of this you remember there is still the youth group you lead.  If you don’t already do 
year-round programming, then perhaps this is the summer that you promised Father you would try to do some 
meaningful programming with the youth.  To help with the time crunch, I suggest that you check out Catholic 
Relief Services.  They were founded in 1943 by the Catholic Bishops of the United States. Their mission is to 
assist the poor and disadvantaged, leveraging the teachings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to alleviate human 
suffering, promote development of all people, and to foster charity and justice throughout the world. 
 
WEB-SITE of the month: http://education.crs.org.  This is the web-site for the education section of Catholic 
Relief Services.  You will find prayer services and retreats, stewardship information, educational resources,  
social justice programs and lots of activities to help educate your youth group about the plight of the poor 
around the world.  There’s enough programming here to cover all of the 8 components of youth ministry. 
 
As the official international relief and development agency of the U.S. Catholic community, CRS is committed 
to educating the people of the United States to fulfill their moral responsibilities toward our global brothers and 
sisters by helping the poor, working to remove the causes of poverty, and promoting social justice. 
 
NOTE: The above web address does not contain “www” since it is just a section of the CRS website. 
 
Until next time, “keep on casting your net to the right side of the boat.” 
 
walker@cdowk.org       www.cdowk.org/yyam/ 

NET NEWS 
The National Evangelization Team (NET) will be in the Wichita Diocese 

from January 25 to February 14, 2008. There are only four dates left: Friday, Jan. 25 
(evening only), Saturday, Feb. 2, and Saturday, Feb. 9, (any time) and Tuesday, Feb. 12 

(evening only).  If you are interested in booking a dynamic retreat for your  
high school or junior high school youth, contact the Youth Office ASAP  

by phone at (316) 269-3930 or e-mail yyam@cdowk.org.  

http://education.crs.org/
http://www.cdowk.org/yyam
mailto:walker@cdowk.org
mailto:yyam@cdowk.org
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SCHOOL OF FISH 
Training and Formation Opportunities in Youth Ministry 

 

WITHIN THE MIDWEST 
The Institute for New Youth Ministers (INYM)—Chicago IL 
Scheduled for July 31-August 4, 2007—The conference will help you focus on developing the right vision, 
the right lifestyle, the right relationships, and the right practical methodologies for disciple-making youth min-
istry. Cost of $579 covers housing, all means and evening receptions, materials and some essential youth min-
istry resources. This is Institute is co-sponsored by NACYML. Partial scholarships are available in the 
YYAM office. 
 
Certificate in Youth Ministry Studies—Omaha, NE 
Scheduled for: 

Sep 8-9, 2007 – Principles of Youth Ministry 
Nov 3-4, 2007 – Practices of Youth Ministry 
Feb 2-3, 2008 – Foundations for Ministry Leadership 
Apr 5-6, 2008 – Skills for Christian Leadership 

The fee for each two-day course is $175, plus housing. Discounts are available for groups of 4—sharing 
books. This program is offered in conjunction with the Center for Ministry Development. 
Participants may register at any time. Contact: Certificate in Youth Ministry Studies 
Box 4130 Omaha, NE 68104, Phone: 402-554-8493,FAX: 402-554-8402, 
e-mail: rmramos@archomaha.org 

WITHIN THE DIOCESE 
 
Summer Theology Institute—Wichita, KS 
Scheduled for July 19-21, 2007 
“How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization” For more information, see www.slcwichita.org 
 
Religious Studies Program with a Catechetical Youth Ministry Track—Wichita, KS 
Scheduled to begin September 22, 2007 —These classes are generally held on the second Saturday of each 
month from September to June. This year’s youth track, “Forming Young Disciples” will focus on how to 
utilize the entire parish in faith formation of young people ages 12-18. Partial scholarships are available for 
those who wish to take these classes. 
 
Quarterly workshops on Youth Ministry topics—Wichita, KS 
Scheduled for: 

October 6, 2007 – Planning for Youth Ministry 
November 3, 2007 – Catholic Morality and Youth 
January 26, 2008 – Building Community with Youth 
April 26, 2008 – Planning Youth Retreats 

WITHIN YOUR REGION 
Fall Regional Dinners—Various Locations 
Everyone buys their own meal as we “chew over” the topic of youth ministry and swap ideas! 
Scheduled for: 
 September 20 – 6:30 pm at Carriage Crossing for Region 2 
 September 27 – 7:00 pm at Little Bear’s in Andale for Region 3 
 October 4 – TBA – Stroud’s for Region 4 
 

mailto:rmramos@archomaha.org
http://www.slcwichita.org/
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WITHIN YOUR OWN HOME 
 
University of Dayton Virtual Learning Community Courses - online 
Great news! The Catholic Diocese of Wichita Religious Education Office has partnered with the University 
of Dayton to provide online courses for the members of our diocese. These courses are $40 each, and you can 
expect to put in about 5 hours per week, per course for around 20-25 clock hours. Jump in to on-line learning 
and check these courses out! http://campus.udayton.edu/~vlc/ 
 

 

Scheduled for August 26- September 29 
(Registration opens July 10; closes August 22) 

• Advanced Ecclesiology 1  
• Catholic Beliefs  
• Church and Communication  
• Church History 1  
• Conscience  
• Designing a Pastoral Catechetical Plan  
• Digital Catechesis  
• Pastoral and Evangelizing Communication  
• Introduction to Catechesis  
• Introduction to Prayer  
  

•      Islam  
• National Directory for Catechesis  
• On Bended Knee  
• Overview of the GDC & NDC  
• Parish and Social Action  
• Sacraments  
• Scripture: Introduction  
• Scripture: Old Testament  
• Scripture: New Testament  
• Survey of Catholic Doctrine  

REVOLUTION KANSAS 
2ND Annual 

ABSTINENCE CONFERENCE 
 

July 14, 2007 
WSU Metroplex 

5015 E. 29th St. Wichita, KS 
 

Cost $15.00  
(includes lunch, dinner and dance) 

 
TEEN TRACK: “I CAN Attitude”; “Real Love...The Power of Choices” 

ADULT TRACK: “Power to Parent” 
 

Registration form available at www.abstainpureandsimple.org 
 

http://campus.udayton.edu/~vlc
http://www.abstainpureandsimple.org
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CARP DIEM 
Something to think about . . . 
From Dr. Nick Abraham: 
 

I heard a great story once that is worth the retelling. 
 
Once upon a time in the land of plenty, a wealthy corporate executive left Sunday church with bulletin in 
hand. Walking to the car, he read about a Missionary trip for adolescents to Mexico in order to experience, 
among other things, “real poverty.” Decidedly convinced of this worthwhile trip, he approached his young son 
and     required his attendance at the “come and see” session. After hearing how his son would be immersed 
into another culture, directly experiencing the plight of under-developed lands, the well-intentioned Father 
reiterated his conviction that his son would learn much about the poverty in Mexico and persuaded him to go 
on this month-long journey. 
And so the young man packed his essentials and proceeded to what he considered the other side of the world, 
where he was met with many new and enlightening adventures.  
 
Upon his return one month later, the Father, eager to hear how the son's life had been transformed, sat him 
down and asked for a “play by play” description of the experience and what he had learned. 
His son, somber and sober-faced, began to speak with a spirit of solemnity. He revealed to his Father that,       
indeed, he had learned much on his trip and began to elaborate. “During the morning hours, before the heat    
became overwhelming, they worked in the fields and brought in fresh vegetables for their nightly dinner. After 
lunch, bells rang, signaling that it was time for all of the children to parade to the ‘waterhole’ and, with adult  
supervision, swim for hours before going to their homes for a simple supper. At night, they all went outside and 
played together - everyone came out and everyone felt safe. And before the end of the day, each day, one of the 
wise elders from the neighborhood would tell a story of hope and encouragement to everyone gathered.” 
 
The Father was mesmerized by every word and yet did not experience joy in his son's eyes. His eagerness to 
hear what the son had learned from his experience in a poor country was soon transformed by panic - the kind 
of panic that comes when one has spent his entire life chasing something, only to find out, it was an illusion. 
 
The young son looked at his Father and spoke again, “Dad, you were right about facing poverty. They had 
community; we’ve traded it for private bedrooms. They had the creek to play in and adults to watch over 
them; we have our fenced in swimming pool made of cold concrete. They had fresh vegetables that their 
hands co-created. We have fast foods and microwave dinners. They sweat for their sustenance yet laugh and 
play. We sit in air-conditioned offices, wondering what to consume next - and rarely even smiling. They are 
thin from all of the bodily activity. We are fat from the computers and couches. They have each other to play 
with, while we have things. They played together and didn't have cliques. We rank and file each other - always 
wondering who's in and who's out. 
 
Thanks Dad - for helping me realize how POOR we are. I hope one day we can become rich like them. Do 
you think we can? Or is it too late?” 
 
email: nabraham@abrahamgroup.com    
web: http://www.abrahamgroup.com  
 

mailto:nabraham@abrahamgroup.com
http://www.abrahamgroup.com
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Champions of Faith  is a groundbreaking new film on DVD  that showcases the intersection of sports and faith in Ma-
jor League Baseball by profiling many of the most accomplished and devout figures in the game both on and off the field. 
Major League baseball champions Mike Piazza, David Eckstein, Jeff Suppan, Mike Sweeney, Jack McKeon and Rich Don-
nelly lead an All-Star line-up in this moving and uplifting sports special that tells the story of the Catholic Faith like no other 
film ever made. 
 
Great summertime fundraiser! You Sell 100 - Raise $1,000 • You Sell 500 - Raise $5,000 You Sell 1,000 - Raise 
$10,000! • No risk! Parishes eligible for consignment program…only pay for what you sell…keep the profits.  “Fundraiser-
in-a-box” – everything you need to make your fundraiser successful. Catholic Baseball Stars make the Faith—and your 
fundraiser—come ALIVE!  www.ChampionsofFaith.com/fundraiser Or call toll-free 1.888.488. 6789 to enroll! 

ALSO 
For the months of June, July and August, Champions of Faith staff members are touring the country with a FREE Champi-
ons of Faith screening that you or your organization hosts.  If you can provide the venue and assist with local promotion to 
get people to the event, we will take care of the licensing fee to Major League Baseball for you to show Champions of Faith 
to a large group. We will also provide DVDs for sale for no cost to you at your event. If you or someone you know is inter-
ested in hosting a summer city screening in your area, please contact Ashley Walker at 678-990-9023or 
awalker@maximusmg.com 
 
“I thought Champions of Faith was terrific. The witness to Christ of these baseball stars and their unapologetic love of the Catholic 
Church was truly inspiring. I hope many of our youth will get to see this wonderful film. I am happy to offer my endorsement.”- Bishop 
Thomas Olmsted, Bishop of Phoenix 

If you have a used video projector that you 
aren't using any more would you please 
consider donating it to the Office of Youth 
& Young Adult Ministries?  We could put 
it to good use on TEC, Sojourn, CLAY and 
other retreats and events. Thank you.  

http://www.championsoffaith.com/fundraiser
mailto:awalker@maximusmg.com
http://www.cdowk.org/yyam/TEC.html
http://www.cdowk.org/yyam/YA_Retreats_Programs.htm
http://www.cdowk.org/yyam/CLAY.html
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Ahhh… summer time! A season for ice cream, Little League and garage sales. Now, if you’ve read any of my ar-
ticles, you know I’m going to attempt to turn one of those into a profound metaphor. And since I just so happen to 
have an amusing anecdote to accompany it, today’s article is about garage sales! And in particular…  

 

THE UNCANNY GARAGE SALE 
 

A little backstory: Surprise! My wife and I are expecting again! So this means we’ll be unpacking all the newborn 
clothes and the old newborn car seat—and oh man! We’re going to need another crib! So we’ve been on the look-
out for a used crib. But no luck. 
 
On a completely unrelated note (for now, but just you wait), my cousin came down to visit us a week ago and 
eventually the conversation turned to, of all things, cowboy boots. This discussion reawakened a     desire deep in 
my soul to own a pair of cowboy boots. The next time we were in Wichita, we drove by a Western outlet store, 
and impulsively decided to stop there and see exactly how much a pair of cowboy boots would set me back. 70 
buckaroos. And that was the cheapest pair. Not exactly in the budget with another niño on the way, but maybe, 
just maybe…someday. *sigh* 
 
The next day, I was letting Mommy have a break and was taking our son Jude for a stroller ride. For no reason in 
particular (at least no earthly reason) we decided to go one extra block further than our normal route. And lo and 
behold, what do I spy, but a garage sale!!! Of course, I’m going to go check and see if they have any baby cribs 
and… what’s this!? They not only have a crib in their lawn, but it is quite similar in design to the crib we already 
have. Perfect! How much? Five dollars. Sold! 
 
I take Jude home and come back with the car to pick up the crib. Because I’m a junk collector, I decide to take a 
quick browse around to see if they have anything else interesting. And that’s when I see them…brown and black 
leather cowboy boots. I look inside: 9 ½: my size. I try them on: the fit is eerily perfect. The price: another five dol-
lars.  Imagine my wife’s delight  (or was it bemusement? Exasperation?) when I walk in the door not only carrying a 
crib, but wearing my studly boots. 
 
(Soundtrack to My Life is playing Bon Jovi: “I’m a cowboy wanted/ dead or alive”) 
 
Now, let’s metaphorize it. I was so stunned at God’s abundant, surprising gifts at just this one garage sale, that it 
got me thinking. We all have petitions, we all have needs. So imagine going to the Uncanny Garage Sale, an array 
of blessings arranged by God himself. What would be sitting there on the folding table that would make you ex-
claim, “This is exactly what I’ve been looking for!” Would it be a new Bible? Parent volunteers? A car with better 
gas mileage? Or would it be something less tangible: healing? energy? words of praise or reassurance? Take a sec-
ond to think about your needs before another year of ministry begins in the fall.  
 
What if I said the Uncanny Garage Sale isn’t just a mental exercise, but a reality? Scripture reassures us that when 
we pray with persistence, when we knock on the door, God will answer us and provide. (Matthew 7:7-11, Luke 
18: 1-7) 
Here’s another case in point.  I just read a story about Mother Angelica’s endeavors to start the television network 

(Continued on page 9) 

What do these three pictures have in common? Read on and find out! 

THE ANCHOR 
By Joel Arnold 
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EWTN. Time after time, her monetary needs would be met just in time by unexpected, generous  donations. My 
favorite story is how she acquired her first set of studio lights. The first estimate was $48,000. Knowing this was 
way too expensive for her, Mother Angelica told the salesman, “Go back and sharpen your pencil.” He explained 
that the best he could do was $14,800. Not realizing this was for much poorer quality, Mother agreed. Soon her 
lights came, but with an apology from the distributor. The $14,800 package was out of stock, so they had sent the 
$48,000 set at no additional cost.  
 
So, whether it is a television network or a pair of cowboy boots, God knows your heart and is waiting to surprise 
you. As you take a break this summer, renew yourself by reading a good book, talk with other youth ministers, 
gather together some great new ideas for forming disciples for Christ. And of course: PRAY—then keep your eyes 
peeled for garage sales. 
 

 
FISH BITES 
News from the DCYB . . . 
 
“Do nothing at all unless you begin with prayer” 
The Diocesan Catholic Youth Board is proud to present the 2007-2008 Theme,  “Do nothing at all unless you begin 
with Prayer”— St. Ephrem the Syrian.  When the board was thinking of a theme, the first thing that any one said was 
“Start with a prayer.”  Well, we kept coming back to it and finally we said, “Let’s say a prayer.”   Right when we said 
this, one of us was flipping through a quote book and came across this quote, and it really stuck with all of us. 
 

This theme can have many different meanings to everyone, but one thing we say in this theme is that it really 
shows how much we don’t pray.  Many of us go an entire day without even saying a prayer.  The board is really 
hoping that this theme might change the way people look at prayer, and change people’s everyday prayer life. 
Gabe Greer, Region I Representative 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DCYB Leadership Retreat 
The 2007-08 Diocesan Catholic Youth Board had their DCYB Leadership retreat May 31-June 2. The retreat was a 
great chance for us all to get to know each other and David, Monica and Christine. I think it was a great way to 
start off the year. We all became close like a family. We also learned how to make decisions and make sure every-
one thought it was the right decision. We all came together to make our top 10 goals and to agree on a theme for 
the year. We had a consensus on everything. It was a lot of fun and taught us a lot about making sure everyone was 
involved in every decision and everyone liked the decision we made. I think it is the beginning of many good 
things for this year. —Logan Giefer, Region 1 Representative 

FISH BITES continues on next page…. 

(Continued from page 8) 

  Members of the Diocesan Catholic Youth Board 
take a break during the DCYB retreat May 31-June 2. 
Pictured, left to right: Mary Leftwich, Gabe Greer, 
Debbie Dolochek, Tyler Gilbert, Logan Geifer, 
Monica Sosa, Katie Winter. 
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Catholic Youth Leadership Day 2007 
On June 10, youth and adult leaders from around the Wichita Diocese gathered at Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Church to collaborate and learn more about what it really means to be a youth leader.  Ted and Mona 
Lewis graciously spent their day there, sharing their experiences volunteering in Zambia with Catholic Re-
lief Services and working with the Diocese of Solwezi.  They shared some great insights on true leadership 
from Blessed Mother Theresa of Calcutta, including, “We are all pencils in the hand of God,” “We can do 
no great things, only small things with great love,” and “We have done so much, for so long, with so little, 
we are now qualified to do anything with nothing.” 
 

Activities throughout the day included large and small group icebreakers, filling out a self-assessment in-
ventory of spiritual gifts, leadership skills exercises and discussions, and breaking up into parish and region 
groups to plan how to incorporate ideas and exercises into the rest of the year.  The group also viewed the 
thirty-minute movie called Most, which abstractly related the relationship of God in our lives, and how we 
are called to be God’s ears, hands and feet as the Body of Christ, reaching out to those around us.  The day 
ended in prayer and washing of the feet, as a sign of willingness to let God’s love flow through us to others 
and to be a reminder to follow Jesus in serving others. —Chelsea Ridder, Region 3 Representative 
 

Scenes from Leadership Day 
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Hello & Goodbye! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Theresa “tolerating” a photo session!) 
 
Interviewer, Chris Edmonds, caught up with Theresa 
Strawhecker, the new Office Coordinator for the Office of 
Youth & Young Adult Ministries and Religious Education. 
Here is what she had to say: 
 
E: So, what brings you to Wichita and our lovely diocese? 
TS: (giggles) You know what brings me to Wichita! 
E: How about for our reader… 
TS: My husband is in the military, and we got stationed 
here. 
E: And why the Catholic Diocese? 
TS: I want to get more involved with religion. 
E: Where were you before coming here? 
TS: Hawaii. Specifically, Hickam AFB—no, actually we 
lived on Ewa Beach. 
E: How would you compare Wichita to Hawaii? 
TS: Completely opposite and different! You go from 
palm trees, sunshine, sand and ocean to flat (said with 
emphasis) farmland and not much sun, and no ocean 
or mountains, no yummy foods, I could go on and on. 
E: Thanks—but moving on, what makes you excited about 
the field of youth ministry? 
TS: Umm, it’s something I used to do, and I feel I con-
nect better with youth, because I’ve been working with 
kids since I was 16 years old. 
E: What are some of your hobbies and interests? 
TS: Umm, I love to...play soccer, horse back ride, bake, 
watch movies, hang out with friends. Those kinds of 
things. 
E: What else would you like people to know about you? 
TS: (moment of silence) That I am friendly and an 
easy-going kind of person—except when it comes 
down to taking my picture! By the way, I can still go on 
and on about what I miss about Hawaii. 
E: Thanks, but we’re out of time! Welcome to the family! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Rose Mary holding her new pet bunny, Manfred!) 
 
Edmonds also caught up with Rose Mary Wells, who 
served as the Administrative Assistant for Youth & Young 
Adult Ministries for eight years. Here is a rare interview: 
 
E: So, what made you finally decide to leave the wacky 
world of youth ministry? 
RW: Umm, I wanted to sleep late in the morning. Actu-
ally, I want to sleep late every morning! 
E: What do you hope to do in the next five years? 
RW: Get my house cleaned up...do some travel-
ing...do some volunteer work...play with my new 
bunny.  That’s about it. 
E: And sleep lots? 
RW: Yeah! 
E: What is one your best memories of your eight years 
working for the Youth Office? 
RW: I don’t know! There’s been a lot of good things. 
One of the things that I really enjoyed was meeting 
people at the Conference. You know, you talk to them 
on the phone all the time, and then you finally get to 
meet them in person. I really liked that! 
E: What about one of your worst or scariest memories? 
RW: The scariest  thing for me was the first time that I 
had to come in on a Saturday, and disarm the build-
ing. We were in the Chancery building then, and I am 
so short I could barely see the key pad to see if the 
alarm was on or off. I thought I would set the alarm 
off—it was really scary! 
E: I can totally relate!  So, how would you like to be re-
membered? 
RW: As a nice person (giggles) 
E: Could you elaborate? 
RW: I hope I didn’t make anybody mad over the 
phone during my eight years. 
E: I can’t imagine that you did. Any other parting words? 
RW: It’s been a great job! 
E: Well, you made it so! 
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OFFICE OF YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES 
424 N. BROADWAY 
WICHITA, KS 67202 

 

Phone: 316-269-3930   •  E-mail: yyam@cdowk.org   •  Website: www.cdowk.org/yyam 

YOUTH MINISTRY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

JULY 2007 

04 - Chancery closed for Independence Day 
14-16 - TEC #112 (Teens Encounter Christ) - Wichita 
26 - XLT - St. Vincent, Andover, 7:11 p.m. 
28-30 - TEC #113 – Pittsburg 

AUGUST 2007 
15 - Chancery closed for Feast of the Assumption 
23 - XLT - St. Vincent, Andover, 7:11 p.m. 

SEPTEMBER 2007 
09 - Diocesan Youth Rally 
15 – Catechist Retreat – “Encountering the Living Christ” 
22 – Religious Studies Program classes begin 
23 - Region 1 Youth Rally 
29-30 - CLAY (Christ’s Light in All Youth) 
30 - Region 2 Youth Rally 

OCTOBER 2007 
06 – YM Workshop # 1 – Planning for Youth Ministry 
07 – Region 4 Youth Rally 
14 – 100 Days ‘Til we March Rally 
21 – Region 3 Youth Rally 
28 – Region 5 Youth Rally 

NOVEMBER 2007 

03 – YM Workshop # 2 – Catholic Morality and Youth 
8-10 - National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) - Ohio 
22-23 -  Chancery closed for Thanksgiving break 

DECEMBER 2007 

1-3 - TEC #114 – Wichita 
25 - Chancery closed for Christmas 

JANUARY 2008 
18 - Mass for Life at Cathedral 
18-23 – March for Life 
25-31 -  NET (National Evangelization Team) in the dio-
cese 
26 – YM Workshop #3 – Building Community with Youth 
 
FEBRUARY 2008 
1-14 - NET (National Evangelization Team) in the diocese 
23-25 - TEC # 115 – Wichita 
 
MARCH 2008 
29-30 – Diocesan Youth Conference – Airport Hilton 
 
APRIL  2008 
26 – YM Workshop # 4 – Planning Youth Retreats 
 
MAY 2008 
3-4 – CLAY retreat 
31 – Special Workshop – Technology & Youth 
 
JUNE 2008 
28-30 – TEC #116 – Pittsburg 
 




